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(2) THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION SHALL DETERMINE THE
SURCHARGE NECESSARY TO FUND THE PROGRAM AND SHALL, ON 60
DAYS’ NOTICE, DIRECT THE AFFECTED TELEPHONE COMPANIES TO ADD
THE SURCHARGE TO ALL CURRENT BILLS RENDERED FOR SWITCHED
LOCAL EXCHANGE ACCESS SERVICE IN THE STATE.

(E) THE AFFECTED TELEPHONE COMPANIES SHALL ACT AS
COLLECTION AGENTS FOR THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE TRUST FUND AND
SHALL REMIT ALL PROCEEDS MONTHLY TO THE COMPTROLLER FOR
DEPOSIT TO THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE TRUST FUND. THE TELEPHONE
COMPANIES SHALL BE ENTITLED TO CREDIT AGAINST THESE PROCEEDS
AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO 1 1/2 PERCENT OF THESE PROCEEDS TO COVER
THE EXPENSES OF BILLING, COLLECTING, AND REMITTING THE
SURCHARGE AND ANY ADDITIONAL CHARGES.

(F) THE SECRETARY OF GENERAIL SERVICES SHALL ADMINISTER
THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE TRUST FUND SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS FOR
FINANCIAL, MANAGEMENT AND BUDGETING ESTABLISHED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FISCAL PLANNING. THE INCOME DERIVED
FROM INVESTMENT OF MONEY IN THE FUND SHALL ACCRUE TO THE
FUND.

(G) THE LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR SHALL CONDUCT POSTAUDITS OF A
FISCAL AND COMPLIANCE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE TRUST
FUND AND OF THE EXPENDITURES MADE FOR PURPOSES OF THIS
SUBTITLE. THE COST OF THE FISCAL PORTION OF THE POSTAUDIT
EXAMINATION SHALL BE PAID FROM THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE TRUST
FUND AS AN ADMINISTRATIVE COST.

6-601.

(a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.

(b) “Board” means the [Telecommunications for Disabled Individuals Board]
GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY BOARD FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS RELAY as
defined under § 6-504 of this article.

(c) “Department” means the Department of {Human Resources] GENERAL
SERVICES.

(d) “Program” means the program developed and administered by the
Department in consultation with the Board and the Governor’s Office for Handicapped
Individuals to provide financial assistance for the purchase of specialized customer
premises equipment (SCPE) by eligible program participants.

(e) “Program participant’ means a person who:

(1) Is a resident of the State;
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