WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor Ch. 559

WHEREAS, Maryland has the tenth highest rate of breast cancer in the nation for

women aged 50 to 70, with 300 women dying of breast cancer each year and an additional
3,000 being diagnosed with breast cancer each year; and

WHEREAS, The Interdepartmental Committee on Mandated Health Insurance
Benefits has found that for women aged 50 and over, mammography screening provides
an undisputed clinical benefit in diagnosing breast cancer and in saving lives; and

WHEREAS, 12 major medical organizations recommend screening mammograms
either yearly or every 2 vears; and

WHEREAS, Only 40 percent of women over age 40 obtain the test on an annual
basis as recommended; and

WHEREAS, Some insurers do not pay for screening mammograms; and

WHEREAS, The two greatest barriers to physician referrals for screening
mammograms are cost related, specifically, the high cost and lack of third party
reimbursement; and

WHEREAS, The yearly treatment cost for breast cancer in Maryland is at least $44
million with a $45 million loss in productivity; and

WHEREAS, The difference in treating terminal cancer and the initial treatment of
cancer is $17,800 per case; and
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