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private sources, otherwise confidential, as may be needed to evaluate eligiblity. The office
is authorized to obtain information from any public record office of the State or of any
subdivision or agency thereof upon request and without payment of any fees ordinarily
required by law,

(c) In all cases where it appears that the defendant has or reasonably expects to
have means to meet some part of the expenses for services rendered to him, he shall be
required to reimburse the office, either by a single payment or in installments, in such
amounts as he can reasonably be expected to pay; but no default or failure in the making
of any such payment shall affect or reduce the rendering of services to him.

(d) The reasonable value of the services rendered to a defendant pursuant to this
article shall constitute a lien on any and all real property or personalty in which the
defendant shall have or acquire an interest, except for the residence of the defendant. To
perfect such lien, the Public Defender shall submit to the court having jurisdiction in the
matter an affidavit setting forth the services rendered to the defendant and the
reasonable value thereof. The court shall set a hearing date and shall notify the defendant
of the date and the fact that an affidavit was filed by the Public Defender. The defendant
may appear and may be represented by counsel, present evidence, and examine witnesses.
The defendant may contest the filing of the affidavit to perfect a lien by the Public
Defender for the reasonable value of the services rendered. If the court determines that
the Public Defender is not entitled to a lien, the proceeding shall be dismissed. If the
court determines that the Public Defender is entitled to a lien for services rendered to the
defendant, the court shall determine and adjudge the reasonable value of said services.
Upon adjudication, a lien shall be filed or docketed with the clerk of the circuit court or
District Court where the services were performed or where the defendant works or
resides, and from the date thereof shall constitute a lien on the defendant’s property for
a period of 10 years unless sooner discharged and, except for such time limitation, shall
have the force and effect of a judgment at law.

_ (e) The clerks of the circuit courts and the District Court throughout the State
shall provide separate books for the recording of said liens, which books shall be properly
indexed in the name of the debtor. The Public Defender shall not be required to pay
filing or recording fees.

(f) The Department of Budget and Fiscal Planning, central collection unit, on
behalf of the Public Defender and in the name of the State shall do all things necessary
and proper to collect all moneys due to the State by way of reimbursement for services
rendered pursuant to this article.

(g) A court exercising criminal jurisdiction shall order a defendant to reimburse
the State for services rendered to the defendant by the Public Defender as a term or
condition of any sentence, judgment, or probation imposed by it unless the court
affirmatively finds that the defendant does not have the ability to make such
reimbursement and waives the term or condition. The amount, time, and method of
payment shall be established by the court. In all other cases of reimbursement for services
rendered, collection shall be made in accordance with subsection (f) OF THIS
SECTION.
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