Ch. 57 2007 Laws of Maryland

(B) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2007, EACH HOSPITAL SHALL
ESTABLISH A SAFE PATIENT LIFTING COMMITTEE WITH EQUAL MEMBERSHIP
FROM MANAGEMENT AND EMPLOYEES.

(C) (1) ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 2008, THE SAFE PATIENT LIFTING
COMMITTEE SHALL DEVELOP A SAFE PATIENT LIFTING POLICY FOR THE
HOSPITAL.

(2) THE GOAL OF THE POLICY SHALL BE TO REDUCE EMPLOYEE
INJURIES ASSOCIATED WITH PATIENT LIFTING.

(D) WHILE DEVELOPING A SAFE PATIENT LIFTING POLICY, THE
COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIDER, BASED ON THE PATIENT POPULATION OF THAT
HOSPITAL, THE APPROPRIATENESS AND EFFECTIVENESS OF: -

(1) DEVELOPING OR ENHANCING PATIENT HANDLING HAZARD
ASSESSMENT PROCESSES;

(2) ENHANCED USE OF MECHANICAL LIFTING DEVICES;

(3) DEVELOPING SPECIALIZED LIFT TEAMS;

(4) TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR SAFE PATIENT LIFTING REQUIRED
FOR ALL PATIENT CARE PERSONNEL AT THE HOSPITAL; :

(5) INCORPORATING PHYSICAL SPACE AND CONSTRUCTION
DESIGN FOR MECHANICAL LIFTING DEVICES IN ANY ARCHITECTURAL PLANS.
FOR HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION OR RENOVATION; AND

(6) DEVELOPING AN EVALUATION PROCESS TO DETERMINE THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE POLICY.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2007. : '

Approved by the Governor, April 10, 2007.




