Ch. 476 2007 Laws of Maryland

Planning and the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation shall jointly
certify an area.

Article - State Finance and Procurement
5-408.

(a) There is within the Department a program for certification of effective
county agricultural land preservation programs. '

(b) A county may apply to the Department and the Maryland Agricultural
Land Preservation Foundation for certification under this section only if the county
agricultural preservation advisory board and the governing body of the county both:

_ (1)  approve the program established at the county level as being an
effective approach to agricultural land preservation; and

(2)  approve the county’s appli¢ation for certification.

() (1) A county may apply for certification under this section if the
county has established programs to encourage participation of farmers in agricultural
land preservation efforts at the county level, including purchase of development rights
or financial enhancements related to purchase of development rights, outside of the

State Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation.

(2)  County programs shall include:

6)) any program that the Department and the Foundation:

1. determine is necessary for an effective county
agricultural land preservation program; and

2. require by regulation; and

(ii)  beginning in fiscal year 2009, a priority preservation area
element established in accordance with § 2-518 of the Agriculture Article.

(d (1) To apply for certification under this section, a county shall file with
the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation and the Department an
application in the form that the Department and the Foundation jointly require by
regulation.

(2) Within 60 days after notification of an application for certification:
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