Ch. 279 2004 LAWS OF MARYLAND

(2) () A health care provider or any representative of a health care
provider may not collect or attempt to collect from any subscriber or enrollee any
money owed to the health care provider by a health maintenance organization issued
a certificate of authority to operate in this State.

(ii) A health care provider or any representative of a health care
provider may not maintain any action against any subscriber or enrollee to collect or
attempt to collect any money owed to the health care provider by a health
maintenance organization issued a certificate of authority to operate in this State.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection, a health care
provider or representative of a health care provider may collect or attempt to collect
from a subscriber or enrollee:

(1) Any copayment or coinsurance sums owed by the subscriber or
enrollee to a health maintenance organization issued a certificate of authority to
operate in this State for covered services provided by the health care provider; [or]

dn IF MEDICARE IS THE PRIMARY INSURER AND A HEALTH

MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION IS THE SECONDARY INSURER, ANY AMOUNT UP TO

THE MEDICARE APPROVED OR LIMITING AMOUNT, AS SPECIFIED UNDER THE SOCIAL

SECURITY ACT, THAT IS NOT OWED TO THE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER BY MEDICARE

OR THE HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION AFTER COORDINATION OF

BENEFITS HAS BEEN COMPLETED, FOR MEDICARE COVERED SERVICES PROVIDED TO-
THE SUBSCRIBER OR ENROLLEE BY THE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER; OR

[GI)]JTID) Any payment or charges for services that are not covered
services.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect October 1, 2004.

Approved May 11, 2004.

CHAPTER 279
(Senate Bill 464)

AN ACT concerning
Qualified Immunity from Civil Liability - SLAPP Suits

FOR the purpose of granting qualified immunity from civil liability to a defendant in
a strategic lawsuit against public participation (SLAPP suit) who, when
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