PARRIS N. GLENDENING, Governor

5-1610.2.

(A} 1) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS TITLE, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH A 2-YEAR PILOT PROGRAM THAT AUTHORIZES A
LANDOWNER TO USE A FORESTED STREAM BUFFER ESTABLISHED UNDER A
CONTRACT WITH THE FEDERAL CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
IN ORDER TO CREATE A FOREST RETENTION BANK.

(2) CARROLL COUNTY AND FREDERICK COUNTY SHALL ADMINISTER

THE PILOT PROGRAM.

(B) THE GOALS OF THE PILOT PROGRAM ARE TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF
FORESTED STREAM BUFFERS IN THE STATE, TO ENHANCE THEIR QUALITY, AND TO
ENSURE THEIR PERMANENT PROTECTION.

(C) ALANDOWNER MAY CREATE A FOREST RETENTION BANK IF:

(1) THE LAND IS NOT PROTECTED BY AN EXISTING CONSERVATION

EASEMENT,; AND

(2) THE LANDOWNER GRANTS A FOREST CONSERVATION EASEMENT TO
THE DEPARTMENT THAT PROTECTS THE FOREST RETENTION BANK IN PERPETUITY.

I IF A TERM OR CONDITION OF THE LANDOWNER'S FEDERAL
CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM CONTRACT IS IN CONFLICT
WITH A TERM OR CONDITION OF THE FOREST CONSERVATION EASEMENT, THE TERM
OR CONDITION OF THE FEDERAL CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT.

PROGRAM CONTRACT SHALL PREVAIL DURING THE TERM OF THE CONTRACT.

() MITIGATION THROUGH CREATION OF A FOREST RETENTION BANK SHALL
BE CREDITED AT A RATE OF 2.5 ACRES PER EACH ACRE OF MITIGATION REQUIRED.
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