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(2) “Full-time equivalent enrollment” has the meaning provided in §
5—202 of this subtitle.

(3) “Non- and limited—English proficient student” means a student
identified as non- or limited-English proficient under the Maryland State
Department of Education’s Maryland School Performance Program reporting
requirements. This definition should be consistent with federal guidelines for the
identification of students with limited English proficiency, as defined by the following
criteria: the student was born outside of the United States or whose native language
is not English; the student comes from an environment where a language other than
English is dominant; or the student is an American Indian or Alaskan native and
comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a
significant impact on his/her level of English language proficiency.

(4) “Non— and limited-English proficient student count” means the
number of non— and limited-English proficient students as of May 15 of a school year.

(5) “Wealth” has the meaning provided in § 5-202 of this subtitle,

(¢} (1) DBeginning in fiscal year 1995, the Department ‘'shall distribute
annually to each county board a grant for the purpose of providing instruction and
services to non— and limited—English proficient students.

(2) (1) Infiscal year 1995, the amount of the grant shall be distributed
on the basis of the non— and limited—English proficient student count for the school
year prior to the fiscal year for which the appropriation is provided.

(ii) For fiscal year 1996 through fiscal year 1998, the Governor
shall include in the State budget funding for the grant, in an amount at least equal to
$500 times the non— and limited—English proficient student count for the second
preceding school year prior to the fiscal year for which the appropriation is provided.

(ii1) For fiscal year 1999 and every fiscal year thereafter, the
Governor shall include in the State budget funding for the grant in an amount at least
equal to $1,350 times the non- and limited—English proficient student count for the
second preceding school year prior to the fiscal year for which the appropriation is
provided.

{3) To be eligible to receive the grants provided under paragraph (2) of
this subsection, a county board shall:

(i) Have programs for providing instruction and services to non—
and limited—English proficient students that are approved by the Department; and

(ii) In accordance with Department guidelines, annually evaluate
non— and limited—English proficient students in listening, speaking, reading, and
writing English to determine eligibility.

(4) () The Department shall establish guidelines for programs and
grant eligibility for non— and limited—English proficient students.
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