PARRIS N. GLENDENING, Governor

20.1.
(a} The General Assembly declares that [it is] the policy of this State IS:

(1) To the extent that funds are available, to provide for and encourage
the development of a continuum of quality education, treatment, and residential
services for the children of this State; : e

.

o

{2) To serve children:
(i) In their homes; or

(i) In the least restrictive selting most appropriate to their
individual needs; '

(3) That unless the State has determined that the individual needs of a
[special needs] child IN-NEED-CE-RESIDENTIAL-PEACEMENT WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
cannot be met through additional support to the HOME, nonresidential school,
[home,] foster home, alternative living unit, or group home, the State may not fund
the CHILD'S placement [of a child with special needs] in a more restrictive setting;
and

(4) To prevent the unnecessary placement of children with special needs
in [out—of-state institutions] FACILITIES OUTSIDE OF THE CHILD'S HOME
COMMUNITY.




