Ch. 264 2002 LAWS OF MARYLAND

SECTION 5- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Department of the

Environment and the Department of Natural Resources shall collaborate to study and
develop viable funding mechanisms, including the leveraging of federal and State
funds, to implement State funding to mateh funding provided by local governments
under local land preservation programs under this Act. The departments shall report
their findings and recommendations, including any necessary administrative or
legislative changes needed to implement these funding mechanisms, on or hefore
October 1, 2002 to the House Appropriations and Environmental Matters committees
and the Senate Budget and Taxation and Education, Health, and Environmental
Affairs committees, If the departments identify viable funding mechanisms under
this section that do not require legislation for implementation, the departments shall
implement State matching funds in accordance with those funding mechanisms and
other applicable law and shall notify the committees set forth above in this section
and the Department of Legislative Services of that implementation.

SECTION &- 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the State shall take
the appropriate steps to work in partnership with the United States Environmental
Protection Agency and other appropriate federal agencies to identify and secure
financial support from the federal government for local land acquisition and
preservation programs under this Act.

SECTION % 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section & 2 of this Act
shall take effect June 1, 2002,

SECTION &: 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, except as provided in
Seetione—4andT Section 4 of this Act, this Act shall take effect October 1, 2002.

Approved April 25, 2002.
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