Ch. 264 2002 LAWS OF MARYLAND

PROGRAM, THE HERITAGE AREA PROGRAM, THE AGRICULTURAL LAND
PRESERVATION PROGRAM, AND THE GREENPRINT PROGRAM; AND :

(4) CONSULT WITH OTHER FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL Uf\TITS AND
PRIVATE LAND TRUSTS IN ORDER TO FACILITATE CONSERVATION EFFORTS UNDER
THIS SUBTITLE.

(B} THE PURPOSES OF THE CRITERIA ADOPTED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF
THIS SECTION INCLUDE:

(1) PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE;
(2) CONTAINMENT OF SFRAWL DEVELOPMENT; AND

(3) IMPROVEMENT OF WATER QUALITY IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY AND
OTHER WATERSHEDS OF THE STATE.

{C) THE CRITERIA SHALL BE BASED ON:

(1}  THE CURRENT POPULATION OF PARTICIPATING JURISDICTIONS AND
ADJACENT AREAS;

(2) PROJECTED POPULATIO_N GROWTH IN THOSE AREAS;

(3) THE SENSITIVITY OF SURFACE AND GROUND WATERS IN AND
DERIVED FROM THOSE AREAS TO DEGRADATION FROM POINT AND NONPOINT
SOURCE POLLUTION; AND

(4) GIVING HIGHER PRIORITY TO APPLICATIONS FOR THE PROTECTION
OF LANDS AND LAND USES THAT PROVIDE THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF PROTECTION FOR
WATER QUALITY.

(D) THE CRITERIA SHALL BE USED AT THE START OF EACH FISCAL YEAR TO
ALLOCATE FUNDING AVAILABLE TO LOCAL PROGRAMS IN PARTICIPATING LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR APPROPRIATE AND TIMELY
DELIBERATION AND REVIEW OF ELIGIBLE PROPOSALS FOR ACQUISITION BY EACH
PARTICIPATING LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

(E}  THE DEPARTMENT MAY INITIALLY ESTABLISH ALLOCATIONS OF
AVAILABLE FUNDING BASED ON THE FUNDING THAT IS MADE AVAILABLE TO EACH
PARTICIPATING LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNDER PROGRAM OPEN SPACE IN THE SAME
PROPORTION THAT THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECEIVES PROGRAM OPEN SPACE
FUNDING IN RELATION TO THE PROGRAM OPEN SPACE ALLOCATIONS OF ALL
PARTICIPATING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.




