THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECLARES THAT:

(A)

(1) IT IS STATE PUBLIC POLICY TO IMPROVE, CONSERVE, AND MANAGE
THE QUALITY OF THE WATERS OF THE STATE AND PROTECT, MAINTAIN, AND
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF WATER FOR PUBLIC SUPPLIES, PROPAGATION OF
WILDLIFE, FISH AND AQUATIC LIFE, AND DOMESTIC, AGRICULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL,
RECREATIONAL, AND OTHER LEGITIMATE BENEFICIAL USES;

(2) IT IS ALSO THE POLICY OF THE STATE TO PRESERVE VALUABLE
OPEN SPACE IN ITS NATURAL, AGRICULTURAL, OR FORESTRY USE, WHICH WILL NOT
ONLY HELP CONTAIN SPRAWL, DEVELOPMENT BUT WILL ALSO IMPROVE THE WATER
QUALITY OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY AND ITS TRIBUTARIES BY LIMITING POINT AND
NONPOINT SQURCES OF POLLUTION AND HELP MEET A GOAL OF THE CHESAPEAKE
BAY AGREEMENT PERMANENTLY TO PROTECT 20% OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY

WATERSHED BY 2010;
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