Ch. 153 2002 LAWS OF MARYLAND

(7)  Analyze the medical care data base and provide, in aggregate form,
an annual report on the variations in costs associated with health care practitioners;

(8) Ensure utilization of the medical care data base as a primary means
to compile data and information and annually report on trends and variances
regarding fees for service, cost of care, regional and national comparisons, and
indications of malpractice situations; '

(9) Establish standards for the operation and licensing of medical care
electronic claims clearinghouses in Maryland;

(10) Reduce the costs of claims submission and the administration of
claims for health care practitioners and payors;

(11) [Develop a uniform set of effective benefits to be offered as
substantial, available, and affordable coverage in the nongroup market in accordance
with § 15-606 of the Insurance Article;

(12)] Determine the cost of mandated health insurance services in the
State in accordance with Title 15, Subtitle 15 of the Insurance Article; and

[(13)1(12) Promote the availability of information to consumers on charges
by practitioners and reimbursements from payors.

SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland
read as follows:

Article - Health - General

(M (1) IN THIS SUBSECTION, “BASE HOSPITAL RATE” MEANS THE

AGGREGATE VALUE TO PARTICIPATING COMMERCIAL HEALTH INSURANCE
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