Ch. 639 2001 LAWS OF MARYLAND
&5 DYBES-OR-PIGMENTS:
VHE HOSPITAL BQUIPMENT,
Y FHERMOMETERSAND
. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT:

{1 MERCURY IS A PERSISTENT AND TOXIC POLLUTANT THAT
BIOACCUMULATES IN THE ENVIRONMENT,

{2) CONSUMPTION COF MERCURY-CONTAMINATED FISH POSES A
SIGNIFICANT HEALTH THREAT;

(3) COMBUSTION OF MUNICIPAL AND OTHER SOLID WASTE IS A SOURCE
. OF MERCURY POLLUTION;

(4) BOTH INDUSTRY AND GOVERNMENT ARE WORKING TO REDUCE THE
CONTENT OF MERCURY IN PRODUCTS AND TO CONTROL THE RELEASE OF MERCURY
INTO THE ENVIRONMENT,

@ (5 ACCIDENTAL MERCURY SPILLS, BREAKAGES, AND RELEASES
HAVE OCCURRED AT SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES, EXPOSING STUDENTS,
TEACHERS, AND ADMINISTRATORS TO MERCURY EMISSIONS; AND ’

(6) REMOVAL OF MERCURY AND MERCURY CONTAINING PRODUCTS
FROM THE WASTE STREAM PRIOR TO COMBUSTION OR DISPOSAL IS AN EFFECTIVE
WAY TO REDUCE MERCURY POLLUTION.
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