Ch. 493 " 2001 LAWS OF MARYLAND

4 (3) “MORBID OBESITY” MEANS A BODY MASS I-NDEX THA'T' IS:

)  GREATER THAN 40 KILOGRAMS PER METER SQUARED QR OR
1) EQUAL TQO OR GREATER THAN 35 KILOGRAMS 'PER_METER

SQUARED MTHTC&BRBEDMGGEXIS@NG—BEDIGAJ:—GGNB@;QNS A COMORBID
MEDICAL CONDITION, INCLUDING HYPERTENSION, A GARBIOBULMONARY:

GONDBIHONE CARDIOPULMONARY CONDITION, SLEEP APNEA, OR DIABETES.
(B} THIS SECTION APPLIES TO:

(1) INSURERS AND NONPROFIT HEALTH SERVICE PLANS THAT PROVIDE
HOSPITAL, MEDICAL, OR SURGICAL BENEFITS TO INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS ON AN
EXPENSE-INCURRED BASIS UNDER HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES OR CONTRACTS
THAT ARE ISSUED OR DELIVERED IN THE STATE;

(2) HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE HOSPITAL,
MEDICAL, OR SURGICAL BENEFITS TO INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS UNDER CONTRACTS
THAT ARE ISSUED.OR DELIVERED IN THE STATE; AND

i 3) MANAGED CARE ORGANIZATIONS, AS DEFINED IN § 15-101 OF THE
HEALTH - GENERAL ARTICLE-AND

(€) SUBJ-EGT—TQ—S-UBSEG’-FIG%GF—?HIS—SEGT}GN— AN ENTITY SUBJECT TO
THIS SECTION SHALL PROVIDE COVFRAGE FOR THE E?EPE—NSES—I—N-GU-RRED—B&’—A

TREA’I‘ME‘\IT OF MORBID OBESITY THROUGH GASTRIC BYPASS SURGERY OR
ANOTHER SURGICAL METHOD THAT IS:

(1} RECOGNIZED BY THE. NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH AS
EFFECTIVE FOR THE LONG—TERM REVERSAL OF MORBID OBESITY; AND

- {2) CONSISTENT WITH CRITERIA APPROVED BY THE NATIONAL
INSTITUTES OF HEALTH.

- 2784 -




