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{a) The purpose of this section is to provide tenants with a mechanism for
encouraging the repair of serious and dangerous defects which exist within or as part
of any residential dwelling unit, or upon the property used in common of which the
dwelling unit forms a part. The defects sought to be reached by this section are those
which present a substantial and serious threat of danger to the life, health and safety
of the occupants of the dwelling unit, and not those which merely impair the aesthetic
value of the premises, or which are, in those locations governed by such codes,
housing code violations of a nondangerous nature. The intent of this section is not to
provide a remedy for dangerous conditions in the community at large which exists
apart from the leased premises or the property in common of which the leased
premises forms a part.

(b) It is the public policy of Maryland that meaningful sanctions be imposed
upon those who allow dangerous conditions and defects to exist in leased premises,
and that an effective mechanism be established for repairing these conditions and
halting their creation. ' ‘

(¢c) This section applies to residential dwelling units leased for the purpose of
human habitation within the State of Maryland. This section does not apply to farm
tenancies.

{d) This section applies to all applicable dwelhng units whether they are (1)
publicly or privately owned or {2} smgle or multiple’ umts

(e) This section prowdes a remedy and imposes an obhgatlon upon landlords
to. repair and eliminate conditions and defects which constitute, or if not promptly
corrected will censtitute, a fire hazard or a serious and substantial threat to the life,
health or safety of occupants, including, but not limited to:

(1) Lack of heafl;, light, electricity, or 'het or cold running water, éxcept
where the tenant is responsible for the payment of the utilities and the lack thereof is
the direct result of the tenants failure to pay the charges

(2) Lack-of adequate sewage dlsposal facilities;
(3) Infest_ation of rodents in two or more dwelling hpits; i

{4) 'The existence of any structural defect- which presents a seriovs'and-
substantial threat to the physmal safety of the occupants; or

(5) The existence of any condition which presents a health or flre hazard
to the dwelling unit.

(ft  This section does not pr0v1de a remedy for the landlords fallure to repair
and eliminate minor defects or, in those locations governed by such codes, housing
code violations of a hondangerous nature. There is a rebuttable presumption that the
following conditions, when they do not present a serious and substantial threat to the
life, health and safety of the occupants, are not cevered by-this section: .
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