Ch. 166 2001 LAWS.OF MARYLAND

(B) THIS SECTION APPLIES TO PROPERTY OWNED BY A PERSON THE STATE
OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION:

(1) ENGAGED IN, OR PREPARING TO ENGAGE IN, THE MANUFACTURE,
TRANSPORTATION, OR STORAGE OF A PRODUCT TO BE USED IN A DEFENSE-RELATED
ACTIVITY

(2) . ENGAGED IN, OR PREPARING TO ENGAGE IN, THE MANUFACTURE,
TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR STORAGE OF GAS, OIL, COAL, ELECTRICITY, OR
WATER; OR

(3) OPERATING A PUBLIC UTILITY.

(C) AN OWNER OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS
SECTION, WHO BELIEVES THAT THE PROPERTY WILL BE ENDANGERED IF PUBLIC
USE AND TRAVEL IS NOT RESTRICTED OR PROHIBITED ON A HIGHWAY ABUTTING
THE PROPERTY, MAY PETITION THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY .OF THE STATE OR A
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION, AS APPROPRIATE, TO CLOSE OR RESTRICT PUBLIC USE QF
AND TRAVEL ON THE HIGHWAY.

(D) ON RECEIVING THE PETITION, THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY SHALL:
(1) SET A HEARING DATE: AND

(2)  PROVIDE NOTICE OF THE HEARING AT LEAST 7 DAYS BEFORE THE
HEARING BY PUBLICATION IN A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATIO\T IN THE
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION WHERE THE FROPERTY IS LOCATED

(E} (1) AFTER THE HEARING, THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY MAY BY ORDER
CLOSE OR REASONABLY RESTRICT THE USE OF A PUBLIC HIGHWAY IF THE HICHWAY
AUTHORITY DETERMINES THAT THE PUBLIC SAFETY AND THE SAFETY OF THE
PROPERTY REQUIRE THE CLOSURE OR RESTRICTION.

(2)  THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY SHALL (Z;ONSPICUOUSLY POST A NOTICE
IN LETTERS AT LEAST 3 INCHES HIGH AT EACH END OF A HIGHWAY THAT THE
HIGHWAY AUTHORITY CLOSES OR RESTRICTS.

(F)  THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY MAY ISSUE A WRITTEN PERMIT TO PERSONS
TO TRAVEL ON A CLOSED OR RESTRICTED HIGHWAY UNDER CONDITIONS THAT THE
HIGHWAY AUTHORITY ESTABLISHES.

(G} THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY MAY REVOKE OR MODIFY- AN ORDER ISSUED
UNDER THIS SECTION.

(H) A PERSON WHO VIOLATES AN ORDER ISSUED UNDER THIS SECTION IS
GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND ON CONVICTION IS SUBJECT TO IMPRISONMENT
NOT EXCEEDING 90 DAYS OR A FINE NOT EXCEEDING $500 OR BOTIL

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Committee Notes
contained in this Act are not law.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2001.
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