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(2} The Commission shall adopt regulations necessary to implement any
changes under paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(3) The Commission shall notify the General Assembly of any changes
implemented under this subsection.

(it  Funds for the Economic Development Student Assistance Grants Program
shall be as provided in the annual budget of the Commission by the Governor.

18-706.
(a) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(1) “Eligible organization” means an institution, including a licensed
hospital, nursing home, adult day care center, public heaith agency, home health
agency, or other organization authorized by the Secretary of Health and Mental
Hygiene.

(2) “Eligible institution” fneans an institution of postsecondary
education:

(i) Approved to operate by the Maryland Higher Education
Commission; and :

(iiy That awards nursing degrees or diplomas.

(3) “Nursing shortage area” means a recognized area of nhrsing service
or specialization determined by the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to be an
area where there existe a shortage of qualified nurses in eligible organizations.

(4) “Nursing student” means a student enrolled in a postsecondary
nursing education degree or diploma program at an eligible institution.

(5) “Service obligation” means employment as a nurse in a nursing
shortage area in an eligible organization.

(b) (1) Economic development student assistance grants may be awarded as
scholarships for nursing students in nursing shortage areas.

(2) (i) The nursing scholarship awarded under this section shall be in
the amount of tuition and fees not to exceed $2,400 annually for a full-time student or
a prorated award according to the number of credit hours taken by a part-time
student. E

(il Each award shall be renewable on an annual basis up to a
maximum amount of $9,600, if the recipient:

1. Remains a resident of this State;

2.  Enrolls in an eligible institution;




