Ch. 488 2000 LAWS OF MARYLAND

4) THE COMPTROLLER SHALL DISTRIBUTE THE FUNDS COLLECTED
UNDER THIS TITLE TO THE HEALTH CARE QUALITY ACCOUNT.

(6) THE FUND IS A CONTINUING, NONLAPSING FUND, NOT SUBJECT TO §
7-302 OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT ARTICLE.

6) ANY UNSPENT PORTIONS OF THE FUND MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED
OR REVERTED TO THE GENERAL FUND OF THE STATE, BUT SHALL REMAIN IN THE
FUND TO BE USED FOR THE PURPOSES SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION.

{B) THE HEALTH CARE QUALITY ACCOUNT SHALL BE USED FOR TRAINING,
GRANT AWARDS, DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS, OR OTHER PURPOSES DESIGNED TO
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF CARE,

{C) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS FOR THE DISTRIBUTION
OF FUNDS FROM THE HEALTH CARE QUALITY ACCOUNT.

[19-1408.

(a) A nursing facility subject to a civil money penalty shall have the right to
appeal a decision of the Hearings Office upholding the finding of a deficiency or
deficiencies or the imposition of a civil money penalty.

(b} Such appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the action to be appealed.

(c) The appeal under subsection (b) of this section shall be taken directly to
the circuit court of the jurisdiction in which the nursing facility is located.]

[19-1409.

(a} All civil money penalties imposed under this subtitle shall be placed in an
interest bearing account during any judicial appeal under § 19-1408.

{(b) If the civil money penalty is reversed as a result of an appeal filed by the
nursing facility, the amount of the civil money penalty, with interest, shall be
returned to the nursing facility within 14 days of the reversal.

{c) If the civil money penalty is not appealed or if it is upheld following an
appeal, the amount of the penalty imposed, together with any accrued interest shall
be placed in a fund to be established by the Secretary and shall be applied exclusively
for the protection of the health or property of residents of nursing facilities that have
been found to have deficiencies, including payment for the costs of relocation of
residents to other facilities, maintenance or operation of a nursing facility pending
correction of deficiencies or closure, and reimbursement of residents for personal
funds lost.]

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shell-take-effeet
Oeteber—1—2000 1s an emergency measure, 1s necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public health and safety, has been passed by a vea and nay vote
supported by three—fifths of all the members elected to each of the two Houses of the
General Assembly, and shall take effect from the date it is enacted.

Approved May 11, 2000,
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