Preamble

WHEREAS, Cigaretie smoking is the leading cause of preventable death in the
United States; and

WHERFEAS, Each year the use of tobacco products kills over 7,500 Marvianders;

and

WHEREAS, Tobacco is a risk factor for the top four leading causes of death in
Maryland (heart disease, stroke, cancer, and pulmonary disease); and

‘WHEREAS, Among Marvland adolescents, smoking prevalence increased during
© the 1990s after several years of decline; and

WHEREAS, In 1997 the direct and indirect costs of tobacco related diseases
increased by 2% and cost Marylanders over $1.8 billion; and

- 189 -



