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. (16) One representative of the Department of Juvenile Justice;
. _ (_17)‘ Qne represenfativé -of the Office for Children, Youth, and Families;
.'(18) - One representative of hospitals in the State;
(19) One operatoi' from a substance aEuse program,; and
(20} One experienced éddictions counselor.
{c) The Governor shall appoint the Chairperson of the Task Force.

(d)' " The Task Force shall develop a comprehensive s_tfategy for increasing the
funding and the availability of substance abuse programs in the State by:

(1) Examining the scope of the problem of substance abuse in the State,
and the number of substance abuse programs that exist to address the problem;

':( 2) * Collecting data to determine the correlation between substance abuse
and the commission of crimes;

‘ {(3) Determining the extent to which the substance abuse programs are
accessible to those addicted to drugs and alcohol who seek treatment,;

(4} Determining the amount of funding currently available for substance
abuse programs;

(5)  Taking any other action nécessary and proper to carry out the
- purpose of this section;

. (6) Examining the availabi]ify of substance abuse programs designed for
women, pregnant women, and women with children, as well as the outcomes of these
programs in relation to the length of stay;

(7) - Examining the health insurarice coverage available in the State for
substance abuse treatment;

{8) Making recommendations to increase the avallablhty of substance
abuse programs, both short—term and long—term;

- {9). Examining the reasons for public opposition to substance abuse
programs,; and ’

(10} Making recommendations to decrease public opposition to substance
abuse programs to ensure that substance abuse programs are accessible throughout
the State to those addicted to drugs who seek treatment.

(e) . Members of the Task Force shall serve without compensation except that
the members may be reimbursed for expenses under the Standard State Trave!
Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

(f)  The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, in cooperation with other
appropriate State and local units, shall provide staff support for the Task Force to the
extent possible within existing.budgeted resources.
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