Ch. 173 . 1999 LAWS OF MARYLAND
CHAPTER 173 .~
(House Bill 751)

AN ACT concerning

Clgarette Restntutlon Fund

FOR the purpose of estabhshmg a Cigarette Restitution Fund; prowdmg for the
distribution of certain revenues to the Fund; providing for expenditures from

the Fund by approprlatmn feqmrt&g—the—kegaelatwe—Pehey—Gem—m—rttee—te-mﬂke

; deet—reeammen oRstothe—Governe ‘proh1b1tmgthe Fund from
bemg expended in vmlatwn of certam restnctlons or limitations; requiring the
Fund to be expendéd for certain purposes; requiring that priority be given to
certain purposes; providing that disbursements from the Fund to certain
programs be used in a certain manner; authorizing certain funds to be expended
for any legal purpose; requiring the Governor to prepare a certain plan;
requiring the Governor to submit a certain plan to the General Assembly by a

- certain date; requiring thé Governor .to include certain information in the
annual State budget submission; requiring the Governor to report certain
information; providing that this Act applies to certain funds estimated in a
certain State budget; and generally relating to the Cigarette Restitution Fuhd. -

BY adding to -
Article — State Fmance and Procurement
Section 7-317 '
Annotated Code of Maryland
(1995 Replacement Volume and 1998 Supplement)

Preamble

WHEREAS, "The State of Maryland has agreed to the settlement of litigation
against tobacco manufacturers; and

WHEREAS The basis of the tobacco settlement is 1n_]ury to State fmances
caused by smoking-related illnesses-of Maryland citizens; and - '

WHEREAS, The federal government may seek fecoupment of a portion of the
tobacco settlement revenues if those revenues are not used for certaln purposes; and

WHERFEAS, African American pubhcatwne contain approxamately 12% more
cigarette advertising than other widespread publications and the density of tobacco
billboard advertising is consistently highest in African American communities; and .

WHEREAS, The General Assembly finds it is necessary to establish a process to
account for and allocate the tobacco settlement funds in a manner that meets critical
needs and retains State control of the funds; now, therefore,
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