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3. Metropolitan including Baltimore and [Washington]
WASHINGTON, D.C.; :

DRAFTER’S NOTE:
Error: Omitted comma in Article 41, § 4-106(c)(2)(iii)3.
Occurred: Ch. 694, Acts of 1984. ‘

Article 44A - Housing Authorities
4-102.

(a) It is found and declared that there exists within Prince George’s County (1) a
shortage of decent, safe, and adequate housing and continuing care facilities for the
elderly, and (2) a number of economically depressed areas and housing in need of
rehabilitation. As a result, county residents are forced to occupy overcrowded, congested,
and deteriorated housing and live in depressed neighborhoods, and many elderly citizens
are forced to remain in housing which is ill-suited for their current needs and abilities.
These conditions necessitate excessive and disproportionate expenditures of public funds
for public health, safety and welfare protection, and other public services and facilities.
The operations of continuing care facilities absorb costs of health, safety, and social
services of the residents of those facilities while adding to the available housing stock of
the county. The shortage of decent, safe, and adequate housing and continuing care
facilities, and the revitalization of depressed neighborhoods and rehabilitation of housing
cannot be relieved wholly through the operation of private enterprise. The construction
and rehabilitation of housing including continuing care facilities for Prince George’s
County residents, and the acquisition and expenditure of public funds to produce such
housing, therefore, are not competitive with private enterprise. A need exists for
mortgage credit to be made available for new housing construction and for rehabilitating
existing housing because many purchasers and owners of housing are unable to afford
mortgage credit at the market rate of interest or obtain mortgage credit because the
mortgage credit market is severely restricted. A need exists for the acquisition and
construction of continuing care facilities at the least cost to the users of those facilities. A
need exists for the construction and rehabilitation of such housing and continuing care
facilities and the expenditure of public resources and assistance meet the needs and are
in the public interest. In addition, there are many families living in existing housing which,
while decent and safe, is inadequate for the size of the family. Some of those families
could afford to purchase new housing if their existing home could be sold to smaller
families for whom the home would be more adequate. In many cases, prospective
purchasers of these existing homes would be first-time buyers, who find it difficult or
impossible to afford [newly-constructed] NEWLY CONSTRUCTED housing because they
do not have an equity interest in their present housing to aid in the financing of a home
purchase. It is, therefore, in the public interest to assist first—time home buyers to acquire
existing housing as well as newly constructed or rehabilitated housing. Such assistance will
directly assist nonhomeowners to acquire housing and homeowners to acquire more
adequate housing, and will stimulate the private sector production of new housing.
Accordingly, the provisions of this section are declared as a matter of legislative
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