PARRIS N. GLENDENING, Governor Ch. 671

Preamble

WHEREAS, Many studies have indicated that substance abuse constitutes one of
the major contributing factors to criminal activity, including violent crimes and property
crimes; and

WHEREAS, A study by the pretrial release program in Baltimore City estimated
that 70% of those arrested tested positive for drug use; and

WHEREAS, There is a 6~-month waiting period in the State to receive drug
treatment; and

WHEREAS, Alcohol abuse and drug abuse treatment programs constitute a good
investment of public funds yielding a significant return; and

WHEREAS, The benefits of alcohol abuse and drug abuse treatment programs
justify the use of scarce public funds to pay for these programs; and

WHEREAS, The results of a landmark 1992 study in California of the
effectiveness and_benefits of alcohol abuse and drug abuse treatment programs in
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