PARRIS N. GLENDENING, Governor Ch. 670

WHEREAS, A study by the pretrial release program in Baltimore City estimated
that 70% of those arrested tested positive for drug use; and

WHEREAS, There is a 6-month waiting period in the State to receive drug
treatment; and

WHEREAS, Alcohol gbuse and drug abuse treatment programs constitute a good
investment of public funds yielding a significant return; and

WHEREAS, The benefits of alcohol abuse and drug abuse treatment programs
justify the use of scarce public funds to pay for these programs; and

WHEREAS, The results of a landmark 1992 study in California of the effectiveness
and benefits of alcohol gbuse and drug abuse treatment programs in California indicated
three major findings: (1) there is a $7 return for every dollar invested in these programs;
(2) criminal activities of individuals who have an alcohol or drug abuse dependence
significantly declined after the completion of treatment; and (3) significant improvements
in health and corresponding reductions in hospitalizations of individuals were found
during and after treatment; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:




