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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Family Law
9-101.1.

() & In this sectionf,F THE-FOLLOWING—WORBS—HAVE-THE-MEANNGS
INDICATED-

&y +F“abuse”} “ABUSEZ has the meaning stated in § 4-501 of this article.

(_3) £ b1l
& JORNFEECALCEUSTODbY:

(b) In a custody or visitation proceeding, the court [may] SHALL consider, as-a
i i Hd when deciding custody or

visitation issues, evidence of abuse by a party against:
(1) the other parent of the party’s child;
(2) the party’s spouse; or

(3) any child residing within the party’s household, including a child other
than the child who is the subject of the custody or visitation proceeding.

(C) IF THE COURT FINDS THAT A PARTY HAS COMMITTED ABUSE AGAINST
THE OTHER PARENT OF THE PARTY’S CHILD, THE PARTY’S SPOUSE, OR ANY CHILD
RESIDING WITHIN THE PARTY'S HOUSEHOLD, THE COURT SHALL MAKE
ARRANGEMENTS FOR CUSTODY OR VISITATION THAT BEST PROTECT:

(1) THE CHILD WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF THE PROCEEDING AND; AND
(2) THE VICTIM OF THE ABUSE.




