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Ch. 299 o 1993 LAWS OF MARYLAND - 'f., '

" SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect .
October 1, 1993.

Approved May 11, 1993:

CHAPTER 299
(House Bill 389)

AN ACT concerning . - ..~ . . o NI

.. Task Force to Study-Health Professional-Client Sexual Exploitation’

-.FOR the.purpose of establishing.a: Task.Force to developscomp_reh‘ens'ive:lstrate'gi'e'syifor. .
~-preventing ‘and reducing the-incidence of sexual:exploitation of clients by health:
“professionals; providing for the membership, dutles, and staffing of: the Task F01ce, :

and requiring'a certain report. el DT

BY adding to
Article 41 — Governor - Executive and Administrative-Departments ‘
Section 18-304 SR
.Annotated Code of Maryland . 3 IR T s
(1990 Replacement Volume'and._19921Supp_letnentf)‘-,.;_ RN ‘

Preamble

WHEREAS Sexual exploitation of clients by health professmnals is wxdely
recognized as a'serious problem with sngmﬁcant consequences and “ , - CrlmEda

responding had been consulted by at least one-client- who had been sexually explmted by .
another health professional; and A : N

WHEREAS, Documented cases show clearly that these acts of sexual'exbloitation
usually result in severe harm to clients, which may include loss of employment mantal
- and family disruption, psychiatric hospltahzanon and- even. su1c1de, and “. s .

WHEREAS,  The prevalence of the problem of sexual-exploitation undermmes the
client’s confidence in the health professions; and '

[
fe

WHEREAS, Increasing numbers-of cases have been reported in- Maryland over
the past decade, representing eleven percent of all cases referred for prosecution to the
Office of the" Attorney General by the health profess1ons hcensmg boards between

January 1989 and June 1992; .and S

WHEREAS, Many, organizations, including. the. Commlttee on. Ethlcs and. the
Judiciary of the American Medical Association, the American Psychiatric Assqciation, the |
Maryland Psychiatric Society, the Maryland Psychologlcal Association, the Maryland
Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers, and the Medical and Ch1rurglca1
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