WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor Ch. 549

certain procedures; clarifying that this Act does not limit
the admissibility of a statement under other hearsay
exceptions or rules of evidence; providing for the
applicability of this Act; and generally relating to the
admissibility into evidence of out of court statements of
child victims of certain crimes. .

BY adding to
Article - Courts and Judicial Proceedings
Section 9-103.1

Annotated Code of Maryland
(1984 Replacement Volume and 1987 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
Article - Courts and Judicial Proceedings
9-103.1.
(A) 1IN THIS SECTION "STATEMENT" MEANS:
(1) AN ORAL OR WRITTEN ASSERTION; OR
(2) NONVERBAL CONDUCT, IF IT IS INTENDED AS AN

ASSERTION, INCLUDING SOUNDS, GESTURES, DEMONSTRATIONS, DRAWINGS,
OR SIMILAR ACTIONS.

{By--iP-A-COURF-PINBS-THAP-PHE--REQUIREMENTS—-OF --SUBSECPEION
t€y--6FP--PHIS-~SECPION--ARE--SATISPIED7-—A--COURT--MA¥-APDMIT-ENPO
EVIBDERCE-IN-AN¥-JUDICIAR-PROCEEDING-AN--OUP--OF--COURP~-SPAPEMENT
MABE——B¥——A—-EHibB--ViETiM—-HNBER—THE—AGE—GP—iQ—YBARS7—WH6—§S-THE
RBBEGED-VIC€FEIM-IN-FHE--€ASE~-BEFORE~-PHE--COURP7-~CONEERNENG -~ PHE
ABHEGED-OPFENSE-AGAINS?-PHE-EHFHD-OF+

t3)--€HIbEB--ABUSE;-AS-DEFINED-IN-§-5-701-OP-THE-PAMIDLY
bAW-ARTICHE-OR-ARPIELE-277-§-35A-OP-PHE-CODE~

fi?——A—EREME—BP—VEOBEN€B7—AS—BEFENEB-EN-ART%GBE-2?7-—S
643B-6FP~-PHE-€OBE+-OR

£3y--A--SEXUAB-OFPENSE;-UNDER-ARPIChHE-27;-SECPION-464B
OR-SEETION-464€-OF-PHE-EOPE~+

(B) (1) SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPHS (2) AND (3)
OF THIS SUBSECTION, IF A COURT FINDS THAT THE REQUIREMENTS OF
SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION ARE SATISFIED, A COURT MAY ADMIT
INTO EVIDENCE IN A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING AN OUT OF COURT STATEMENT,
TO PROVE THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER ASSERTED IN THE STATEMENT, MADE
BY A CHILD VICTIM UNDER THE AGE OF 12 YEARS, WHO IS THE ALLEGED
VICTIM IN THE CASE BEFORE THE COURT, CONCERNING AN ALLEGED
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