WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor Ch. 288

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article 48A - Insurance Code
[354R.
(a) This section applies onky if an initial ennoflment of

at Peast 75 subscnribens neasonably can be expecfed unden a new on
expanded ghoup conthract.

{b) Eveny nonprofit health senvice plan providing hospital
bene{ifs proposing to Aissue 4n 1Lhis Sfate a group contract
prnognam__shall _offen to Zhe gnoup the option to provide benefifs
fon Zneatmeni of drug abuse equat to at Zeast ithe following
couenage.:

(1) In a 12-month benefit peniod, at Least 71 days
inpatient ZTneaimeni in_a hospifal on nesidential trneatment
facility that the Depantment of HealZh and Menfal Hygiene has
centified on Licensed fon that purpose; and

(2) 14 the policy 4is _a majon medicaf dinsunance

policy:

(i) Covenage in an outpatient tneatment program
that the Depantment of HealiZhn and Mental Hygiene has centifaied on
Ticensed fon Lhat punrpose; and

{ii) Covernage ahall be fon at Least 80 pencent
of the coat of cane, but is not nequined o exceed 31,000 in_ any
T7=month peniod.

lc) Fon punposes of subsection [(b) of this section, a
proposed change in benefifs unden an existing conftract 45 a
proposal o issue a contract.

(d) Fon the punposes of this Asection "dnrug abuse means an
unconfrnollable and excessive use of a drug on drug dendvative.]

490F.

(a) Any group contract that is issued on an expense
incurred basis, including one issued by a nonprofit health
service plan, shall provide at least the following minimum
benefits for the treatment of alcoholism AND DRUG ABUSE in any
calendar or policy year:

(1) 7 days of emergency care or detoxification in an
acute general hospital or a nonhospital detoxification facility
licensed by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene;
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