VETOES -

parental’ adjustment within a spec1f1c period of time in a
proceeding for a decree of adoption without the consent of a
natural parent; requiring a court to consider certain
services offered to the natural parent in'a determination of
a certain proceeding for a decree of adoption; authorizing a
court to waive certain obligations of a child placement
agency under ‘certain circumstances; providing for the
construction and . application of  this Act; and generally
relating to the requirement that a court consider certain
factors in a proceeding for a decree of adoptlon without the
consent of a natural parent.

BY fepeallng and reenacting, with amendments,

Article - Family Law

Section 5-313

Annotated Code of Maryland

(1984 Volume and 1986 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Family Law

5-313.

(a) A court may grant a decree of adoption or a decree of
. guardianship, without the consent of a natural parent otherwise
required by §§ 5-311 and 5-317 of this subtitle, if the court
finds by ¢lear and convincing evidence that it is in the best
interest of. the child to .terminate the natural parent s rlghts as
to the child and that:-

‘ (1)  the child is abandoned as provided in subsection
(b) of this section;

(2) in. a prior juvenile ptoceeding, the child has
been adjudicated to be a child in need of assistance, a neglected
child, an abused child, or a dependent child; or

(3) the following set of circumstances exist:
(i) the child has been continuousiy out of the

custody of the natural parent and in the custody of a child
placement agency for at least 1 year;

: (ii) the conditions that led to the separetion
from the natural parent still exist or similar -.conditions of a
potentially harmful nature still exist;

: (iii) .there is 1little 1likelihood that those
conditions will be remedied at an early date so that the child
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