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(a) Each public agency shall require that every contract
advertised for bid or proposal for the construction or
maintenance of public works or for the purchase or manufacture of
any 1item of machinery or equipment of at least 10,000 pounds of
steel products to be installed at sites of public works shall
require use or supply of steel products only as defined by this
subtitle in the performance of the contract or any of the
subcontracts, unless the head of the public agency determines in
writing that the cost of steel products is unreasonable or
inconsistent with the public interest.

(b) The Board of Public Works shall issue rules, 1IN
ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE 10, SUBTITLE 1 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT
ARTICLE, which provide that, for purposes of subsection (a) of
this section, the bid or offered price of any steel products of

domestic origin is not unreasonable if it does not exceed the sum
of:

(1) the bid or offered price of like steel products
of foreign origin (including any applicable duty); plus

(2) a differential of 20 percent of the bid or
offered price of the steel products of foreign origin. However,
if the steel products are produced in a "substantial labor
surplus area" as defined by the United States Department of
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