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(a) The Administration shall establish a program of 'foeter;
care for minor children:

(1) who are placed in. the custody of a local
department, for a period of not more than 6 months, by a parent
or legal guardian under a written agreement voluntarily entered"
into with the local department; or

(2) who are  abused, abandoned, neglected, or
o depefndent, 1if a juvenile court:

(1) - has determlned that continued re51dence in
‘the child's home is contrary to the child's.welfare; and

- (ii) 'has committed the child to the custody or
guardlanshlp of a 1ocal department..

(b) The 1local department shall provide 24-hour a day care.
and supportive services for a child who 1s committed .to: its
custody or guardianship in a licensed or approved foster family
home, group home, or child care institution on a short term
basis, while th: 1local department develops and implements a
permanent plan that is in the best interests of the child.

(c) In developing a permanent plah- that is. in the best
interests of a child under foster care, the local department
shall consider the following, in.descending order of priority:

(1) .returning the: child to the child's parent or
- gpardlan, UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT 1S THE GUARDIAN; * :
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