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5-369+

ta}--Any-adutt-OR-FOSTER-PARENT--may--petition--a—-eourt—-to
decree-an-adeptions

fbi——A-—ceurt——may——not—-deny-a—petition—fer—adeptien—se}e}y
because—the—petitiener—is—singie—or—dees—net—have—a-speuser

5-312+

fa}ff&}}——?his—sectien—epp}ies-eniy—te—independent—adeptiens
tn-which-a-natural-parent-withholds-consents

tt2y--Phis-section--does--not--permit—-a--ticensed—-or
appreved--fcster——parent——te——petitien——a-eeurt—for—adeptien-ef—a
ehiid—whe—was—piaced—with—the—foster-parent—by—a—chiid——p}acement
agency-uniess-the-chitd-piacement-agency-consentss+

fbi——without—-the——eensent——ef—the—chiid*s—naturai—parent7—a
ceurt—may—grant-a—decree-ef—adoption—to—a——stepparentr——reiative7
er—-ether—indéviduai-who—has—exereised—physica}-carer-eustodyr—er
centre}~ef—a--ehiid—-fer——at——ieast--}——year7——if——by*—ciear——and
eenvineing-evidence-the-court—finds-thats

fi}——it——is—-in-—the—-best--énterest—~o£——the-chiid—to
terminate—the—naturai~parent*s—rights—as—to—the—chi}dr

f27--the-ch&id—has—been—out——of--the—-eustedy——ef——the
naturat-parent-for-at-iteast-3-yearss

f&?—-the—-ehi}d——has——deveioped—-significant——feeiings
teward-and-emetionai—ties—with—the—pebitienerr—and

fé}--the—naturai-parentf

fi?——has——net—maintained—meaningfui—centact—with
the—ehiid—during-the-time-the—petitienef—has—had-eustedy~-despite
the-epportunity-to-do-ses

fii}—-has—repeatediy—faiied—to—eontribute-tc—the
physica}——eare-andfsnpport—of—the—chi}d—aithengh—Einancia}}y—abie
to-do-ses-or o '

titiy--has-been-convicted-of-chitd-abuse-of——the
ehitids :

fc}——in*-determining——whether——it—is—in—the—beét—interest—of
the—ehiid—te—terminate-a—naturai—parent*s—rights—as—to—the——chiid
unde:—this—sectionr—the-eeurt—sha}}—request?

fi}—-an—inveétigatien—by—an—apprepriate-agencyr-and
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