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WHEREAS, Many small oysters or spat remain viable for
several days once harvested on marketable oysters, especially
during cool weather, and they should be treated as a source of
seed as well as cultch for future generations; and

WHEREAS, By rapidly planting fresh oyster shell, small
oysters that adhere to the shell will have an opportunity to

survive and produce harvestable oysters in a shorter time period;
now, therefore, (

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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THE DEPARTMENT SHALL -~ESPABBISH-A-VOLUNPARY-PROGRAM-INITIATE
THE DEVELOPMENT QF A PROGRAM FQR _ENACTMENT BV THE MARYLAND
GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ENCOURAGE RETURN OF THE STATE'S OYSTER SHELL
RESOURCE _TO THE TIDAL WATER THE _STATE TO ASSIST OYSTER
PROPAGATION. THE DEPARTMENT ALSO MAY USE THE FISHERIES RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT FUND TO PURCHASE OYSTER SHELL.




