3046 LAWS OF MARYLAND Ch. 658

Approved May 28, 1985.

CHAPTER 659
(House Bill 853)

AN ACT concerning
Child Abuse and Neglect - Visitation and Custody

FOR the purpose of aitering--the--iaw--as--te--the--deniai-eor
suspensien-ef-eustedy-er-visitatien-en~-the-basis--ef--tikety
abuse--or-negleet-of-a-chiids-providing-that-the-eourt~-shaii
terminate-ecustedy-or-vigsitatien-rights-ef--a--party--if--the
eourt--£finds-by-etear-and-~eenvineing-evidenee-that-the-party
abused-er-negieeted-the-ehitds-providing-that-the-rights-may
be-reinstated-enlty-if~-the--party--preves--eertain--£faets--by
etear--and-eenvineing-evideneces-providing-that-if-the-rights
are-reinstated;-the-ecourt-shati-erder-gupervised--visttatien
that-meets-eertatn-reguirements clarifying that, where there
is reasonable dgrounds to Dbelieve that <child abuse has
occurred, the court may approve a supervised visitation
arrangement that assures the physiological, psychological,.
and emotional well-being of the child, in addition to the
child's safety; and generally relating to custody and
visitation in cases of abuse or neglect.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

Article -~ Family Law
Section 9-101

Annotated Code of Maryland
(1984 Volume)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Family Law
9-101.

(a) €¥) In any custody or visitation proceeding, if the
court +has reasonable grounds to believe} FEINBE---B¥---A
PREPONBERANCE--0F--FTHE--EVIBENEE that a child has been abused or -’
neglected by a party to the proceeding, the court shall determine
whether abuse or neglect 1is likely to occur if custody or
visitation rights are granted to the party.

{(b)}-¢23 Unless the court specifically finds that there
is no likelihood of further child abuse or neglect by the party,
the court shall--{deny} SBYEPENB custody or visitation rights to




