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Preamble

The General Assembly finds that:

(1) This State has a duty to locate and protect
children who are reported missing;

(2) The number of missing children has increased, and
this problem requires a statewide = system for exchanging
information, a central repository for information on missing
children, and special training for law enforcement personnel;

(3) The first 24 to 48 hours after a <child is
reported missing are crucial, and law enforcement agencies
responsible for investigating reports of missing children should
establish procedures to begin an investigation as soon as a
report is received; and

(4) Children, parents, educators, and others should
be educated about child protection; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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(A) 1IN THIS SUBTITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.




