16

And yet although thig is the result and the only practical result
of the recommendation of the Message, it is difficult 1o reconcile
such a conclusion with the other views which the Governor
snnounces.  Upon the authority of ““our most learned and intelli-
gent citizens,”” he admits the right of the Government to trans-
port its troops across our soil. He recognizes the unbroken rela-
tions and the continuing loyalty of Maryland to the Union. He
does not impeach the constitutionaltty of the action of the Federal
authorities.  His protests against the landing of the troops, and
the seizure of the railroad at Annapolis, are based upon no denial
of theright. They amount to remonstrance and advice, but to
nothing more.

His theory is, and he has always steadfastly maintained it,
that nothing has occurred to alter the reciprocal rights and obli-
gations of this State and the General Government. ‘The Consti-
tution he believes is still over both, and the old bonds still unite
them together. If all this be true, then the State of Maryland
can hold no neutrality when the Union is at war. She is part of
the Union; at war when it wars; at peace when it is peaceful.
She ‘‘takes sides’ against it the instant that she fails to take
sides withit. Neutrality, in such a case, is nullificatien pure and
simple, and an armed neutrality is merely rebellion, and not union
or peace. 'The position of His Excellency in the premises is,
therefore, in the judgment of the Comumittee, wholly untenable,
and 1t is not surprising that it should have placed him at so
obvious a disadvantage, 1n the correspondence which he has fur-
nished the House between himself and the astute officers of the
Government. Differing from the Governor in opinion as to the
course and rights of the Federal authorities, to the wide extent
herein before indicated, the Committee have no hesitation in as-
serting and maintaining the right of the State, and its duty, to
protest against the unconstitutional action of the Administration,
and refuse obedience to its unconstitntional demands. Recogniz-
ing, however, to the same extent as the Governor, that Maryland
is still a State of the Union, the Committee cannot counsel this
Honorable Body, or the people whom it represents, to assume,
under the guise of “neutrality,” a hostile relation to the Govern-
ment, or attempt, by any policy whatever, to “force’ it from the
position in.which it is entrenched. If no better argument existed
against such a project, a sufficient one would be found in its
hopeless futility.

The present—and the only possible present atiitude of the
State towards the Federal Government is, in the judgment of the
Comnmittee, an atlitude of submission—voluntary and cheerful
submission on the part of those who can persuade themselves that
the Constitution remains inviolate and the Union unbroken, or
that the Union can survive the Constitution—unwilling and gall-
ing submission on the part of those who think and feel differently;
but still, peaceful submission upon both sides. It is not for the



