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Your memorialists are left in doubt as to the precise nature
of the purpose referred to, but the suspension of their au-
thority, and the subsequent imprisonment of the Board of
Police, seems to have been the result of a belief that their
authority would be used to the injury of the government of
the United States.

That this opinion has any foundation in facts, your mem-
orialists deny, and appeal to the history of the official acts of
the Police authority of this city.

For a detailed account of the unhappy occurrences of the
19th April, you are referred to the statement of the Mayor of
the city, which is herewith submitted. No evidence of failure
of duty on the part of the police authority on that day can be
produced. The Mayor, ex-efficio a member of thegBoard,
shared the dangers to which the troops were expos®d, and
both he and the Marshal of Police risked their lives for their
protection. The great excitemsnt which ensued, and which
was intensified by the wanton killing of a citizen, at a dis-
tance from the scene of the riet, and who was shot from the
window of the cars as the train passed out of the city, was
represented to the President by the Mayor of the city. The
President and his cabinet recognized the necessity of tem-
porarily avoiding a passage through Baltimore, and gave re-
peated assurances that troops should not be brought through
the city. Unauthorized persons declaringly openly their in-
tention to cut their way through Baltimore with or without
the orders of the government, the authorities of Baltimore,
as well the Police Board as your memorialists, called their
people to arms, procured such weapons as could be hastily
gathered, and did all in their power to provide for the defence
of their city from the threatened danger. This they did and
this they justify. In the then excited eondition of the people,
a portion of our population may have entertained designs of
active hostility to the government. If such designs existed,
they were frustrated by the precautions of the Board of Po-
lice. Fort McHenry, believed to be without either a sufficient
garrison or armament, was nightly guarded by the military
of the city, acting under the orders of the Board of Police,
Other government property received especial protection.
Arms supposed to belong to the United States and found in
the hands of individuals were taken possession of and pre-
served by the Board of Police, who gave notice to the gov-
ernment agents of their action. The persons and property
of all citizens received equal and sufficient protection. What-
ever charges malice may suggest, the preservation of peace in
the city, the prevention of conflict between citizens divided in
opinion, the protection of life, limb and property, during a




