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“The City of Baltimore being entirely commanded by large
Bodies of federal troops statioried around it, and it bemg
wholly impossible for your memorialists to offer any effective’
resistance to the illegal proceedings of General Banks, they
‘had no alternative but to submit to'force, and to vindicate ag
far as practicable, the authority of the State of Maryland,
and their own personal- and official rights and self respect,
by protesting against such proceedmg as an. arbitrary and
unconstitutional exercise of military power. They .accord-
ingly adopted-the preamble and resolutions likewise hereto
-appended.. It isin this act and in their continuing ! their
-gessions, under and in' pursuance of the law, that Gren’l.
Banks; in his'proclamation: issued on'the day’ of their arrest,
professes to find justification for his unwarrantable and un-~
lawful violation of their persomal liberty. It is no part of
the intention of your memorialists to enter into any discus~
sion of the allegations of that proclamation, further than to'
say; that is wholly untrue, as therein alleged, that they con-
tinued to hold the Police force of the State of Maryland im
the city of Baltimore, subject to their orders, for any purpose
inconsistent with the peace or security of the Government.
They declared the active operafion of the Police Law to be
suspended, for the obvious and unanswerable reason, that
the forcible suspension of the functions of the Board which
alone had authority to administer the law, necessarily para-
lized the law also. They declared the Police force appointed
by them to be still an existent body, because the law crea-
ting the force forbids the ‘dismissal of the men, except for
cause, and then by the Board of Police alone, after trial had.
They declared it to be still subject to their orders for so long
as the force exists.it cannot be subject, under the law, to any
other. They refused, as a matter of obvious duty, to recog-
nize as policemen the’ parties named by Col. Kenly to act as
such, for they assumed it, as they still consider it, to be be-
yond dispute, that Col. Kenly could have no lawful right to
appoint policemen, under .the laws of Maryland, whatever
his authority may have been as a military officer, (which
-they do not propose. to consider,) to appoint military subor-
~dinates in the stead of policemen, outside of those laws or in
derogation of them. The attempt by Col. Kenly to enforce
such Police appointments, and all efforts of his nominees to
act thereunder were moreover punishable offences under the
Police law, the penalties of which it was the sworn duty of
your memorialists to enforce, and in the violation of which
1t was impossible that they could acquiesce. But your me-
morialists distinctly and emphatically deny that they had
any other purpose in their official protest and action, than to



