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Which were read the first time, and referred to the com-
mitee on Federal Relations.

On motion of Mr. Price,

The rules were suspended to allow him to oftér.the follow-
ing :

The General Assembly of Maryland have seen with concern
certain indications at the seat of the General Government, of
‘an interference with the institution of slavery in the Seceded
States, and cannot hesitate to express their sentiments and
those of the people they represent, in regard toa pohcy S0
unwise and mischievous. This war is plObecutcd by the Na-
tion with but one object, that namely of a restoration of the
Union, just as it was when the rebellion broke out. The re-
bellious States are to be brought back to their places in the
Union, witheut change or ‘diminution ot their constitutional

rights. In the laugucwe of the resolution adopted by both

Houses of Congress at ifs extra session in July last, with re-
markable unanimity, this war is declared to be pmsecuted not
“in any spirit of oppression, or for @y’ purpose of conquest
or subjugation, or purpose of overthrowing or interfering with
the rights or established institutions of those States, but to
defend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, and
to preserve the Union, with all the dignity, equality and
rights of the sevéral States unimpaired, and that as soon-as
those objects are accomplished, the war ought to cease.”

The objects and purposes of the war thus impressively de-
clared, are those alone which- the Nation can righttully con-
templa,te in its 'prosecution ; and the moment the object of
the war changes from a simple restoration 6f the Union, as
known tu the Constbtunon to something else in conflict with
the guaraunties of that mstrument frow that-moment the war
itselt changes its character. The duty of the Government in
a great crisis like the presentis a very plain one—it is to
'ptcserve, pratect and defend the Constitution of the United
States ; and, thankful, as we have reason to be, for our exemp-
tion from the- devastation and ruin of civil war, we rely
further upon the wisdom and firmness ot the Pr esident in the
discharge ot the high and solémn trust committed to his
hands, to resigt and rebuke all attempts from any and from
every qucutel to convert this war into a crusadé, against the
institution of demestic slavery as it exists in the Southern
States, under the guaranties of the Constitution, or to take
advantage of the troubled condition of our (,ountry, for the
gratlﬁcamon of personal views or sectional prejudices.

It is, therefore, in accordance with these views,

First; Resolved, By the General Assembly of Maryland,
That we cordially approve of the resolution passed at the ex-



