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organized into separate Governments. Maryland and Penn-
gylvania, still as near together as ever, but allies no longer;
the same sensitive subject of discord between them, without
any common tie or Constitution by which that discord may be
restrained or adjusted, and yet the imaginary line, which is
still all that separates them, is to become, by some miraculous
agency, hereafter a mighty barrier, across which the emissary
of Northern fanaticism will never venture to set his foot!

Instead of these, the wildest of all fancies, being ever real-
ized, should such a separation take place, the mind recoils
from a contemplation of the feuds which would inevitably
follow such a partltlon—feuds embittered by mutual crimina-
tions and reminiscences perpetually rankling in the mind of
each; the very first subject falling a sacrifice to their influence
would be the very one for whose security the separation is
prescribed. And whilst those inaugurating the reckless ex-
periment, would be comparatively exempt from its disasters,
we, upon whom they will be precipitated, will furnish but
another illustration of the past history of the subject—they
ever the loudest in complaints of aggression, and we the only
ones to suffer by its infliction.

The institution of slavery, as we must be all aware, finds
no support in the sympathy of foreign nations; on the con-
trary, we have had repeated proofs that public opinion there
is stoutly arrayed against it. Its power to withstand this
opposition, as it has hitherto successfully done, has been
chiefly derived from the protection it has found uunder the
shelter of a great, united, national government. Shall we,
then, be guilty of the monstrous folly of dividing this nation,
and adding to the foreign element of opposition to this insti-
tution the still more dangerous and proximate one incurred
by the creation of a foreign government at our very threshold,
and whose people will claim to charge to its account the
national calamities to which it has been made subservient.

But it is giving to this rebellion a consideration to which
it has no claim, to discuss its pretentions in connection with
its assumed supervision of the interests of slavery. Such con-
siderations could have had little or no share among the mo-
tives of those who inaugurated it; these leaders were too in-
telligent and astute to have overlooked the consequences to
which I have referred, and must have foreseen, too, that such
interests above all others would be most materially affected in
the course of a war, let that war be conducted as it might.
But the dismemberment of this Union—the organization of a
separate Southern Government—the introduction into that
Government of political principles well known to be opposed
to the long established sentiments and purposes of a vast ma-
jority of the nation, made up the object the conspirators had
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