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hearken to such counsels, and of all theinterests which we have
at stake, the one just referred to should be the first to deprecate
them. I will not pause to enquire into the more extensive
and universal class of calamities consequent upon a dissolu-
tion of the Union, In which this continent and the world to
some extent would participate, but refer only to those more
immediate household evils lying at the dcor of us of the Border
States. As this Union now exists, Maryland is its very centre,
connected by her railroads and rivers with all points of its
extreme circumference; but divide it, by any line ever yet
suggested, and from being the centre of a great nation, des-
tined to become, in time, the mighty empire of the world, we
are shifted to the outer verge of one of two rival and wrang-
ling confederacies, harassed by perpetual causes of dispute,
and necessarily subject by our position to bear the brunt of
every collision in which they must speedily become involved.

But independently of these ordinary border feuds, the in-
separable incident of all such contiguous communities, what
would be our condition as a slave state npon the Border.

One grest ultimatum which the Secessionists propose to ac-
complish, is a separate Slave Confederacy, embracing all the
States where that institution at present exists, and embracing
none otherg; and regarding the results of disunion in that:
aspect, and the new relations it would at once establish be-
tween us upon this and our neighbors npon the other side of
the clawe Kue, and who can avoid the conclusion that all the
perils now supposed to threaten our slave property, and-which
it is proposed to avert by this division, would be multiplied a
thousand fold the day that such a separation was consum-
mated.

We are admonished by our Southern advigers that we must
geek a security for this property; we are entreated by others
nearer home to lay down our arms, accede to the proposals of
the South, and secure the blessings of a lasting peace; and so
completely can Secession delude its victims, that the means
by which both these ends, we are told, can be accomplished,
is a division of the Republic. Not only so, but in running
the line of that division, we are sedulously to keep in view, as
an impera,tive call, controlling course and distance, natural
boundaries and all other comsiderations, that very subject-
matter the fruitful source of our present troubles.

A subject s0_skilfully shaped already into engines of mis-
chief, by meddlers on both sides the line referred to, that a
common country and a Constitution for which we professed a
common reverence, could not save us from the implacable war
that we now Witness, is to become, we are asked to believe, a
subject of indifference as soon as the contending sections are



