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Mr. Willis is an author, histotian, and widely recog-
nized expert on the Maryland electorate and the
State’s demographics. An adjunct professor, he has
taught in the Business and Economics Department
at Western Maryland College since 1979 and fre-
quently lectures throughout the State. His published
works include Presidential Elections in Maryland,
Lomond Publications, Inc., 1984; “The United States
Court of Military Appeals: Born Again,” 52 Indiana
Law Journal 151 (1976); “The United States Court
of Military Appeals: Its Origin, Operation and Fu-
ture,” 57 Military Law Review 27 (1972). He was a
contributing author to Western Maryland: A Profele, T.
H. Hattery, ed., (1980), and Justice and the Military, H.
E. Moyer, Jr., ed., (1972). From December 1973 to
August 1974, he edited The Advocate, a bimonthly

newsletter for military defense counsel.

Secretary Willis chaits the Governor’s Commission
on Maryland Military Monuments and is the
Governor’s representative on the Jefferson Patterson
Park and Museum Advisory Board. He served on
the Commission to Revise the Election Code
(1996-98), which led to modernization and recodi-
fication of Maryland’s election laws. Currently, Sec-
retary Willis serves on the Maryland Gives! Task
Fotce created by the Governor and the General As-
sembly to conduct research on the nonprofit sector
and charitable giving, and recommend ways to pro-
mote and improve charitable giving throughout the
State. He also serves on the Advisory Board to the
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University of Baltimore’s Schaefer Center for Pub-
lic Policy, and the Advisory Committee on Ethics
and Accountability in the Nonprofit Sector of the
Maryland Association of Nonprofits. Secretary
Willis is a member of the Maryland Historical Soci-
ety, the Carroll County Batr Association, the Mary-
land Bar Association, and a past president of the
Carroll County Arts Council.

From 1987 to 1989, Mr. Willis served on the Demo-
cratic National Committee and was Vice-Chair of
the Maryland Democratic Party. At the Democratic
Party National Conventions, he served on the Rules
Committee in 1976, 1984, and 1992; as an Alternate
Delegate in 1980; and as a Delegate in 1988, 1996,
and 2000. He served as a member of the Demo-
cratic State Central Committee for Carroll County,
having been elected with the highest number of
votes in the primary election on September 14, 1982.
In 1992, he was a member of the Electoral College
from Maryland. Secretary Willis was elected Chair
of the Democratic Association of Secretaries of
State in 1995 and serves as their representative to
the Democratic National Committee.

Mr. Willis is married to Kathy S. Mangan, a pub-
lished poet and Professor of English at Western
Maryland College. He is the father of two children -
Karen M. Willis, a graduate of American University
and Vermont Law School, and James T. Willis, a
graduate of Franklin and Marshall College - and has
two grandchildren.



