516 / Constitution of Maryland

ARTICLE I
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

SECTION 1. The executive power of the State shall
be vested in a Governor, whose term of office shall com-
mence on the third Wednesday of January next ensuing
his election, and continue for four years, and until his
successor shall have qualified; and a person who has
served two consecutive populat elective terms of office
as Governor shall be ineligible to succeed himself as
Governor for the term immediately following the sec-
ond of said two consecutive popular elective terms
(amended by Chapter 109, Acts of 1947, ratified Nov. 2, 1948;
Chapter 161, Acts of 1964, ratified Nov. 3, 1964; Chapter
576, Acts of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 1A. There shall be a Lieutenant Governor, who
shall have only the duties delegated to him by the Gover-
nor and shall have such compensation as the General As-
sembly shall provide by law, except that beginning in the
year 1978 the salary of the Lieutenant Governor shall be
as provided under Section 21A of this Article. No person
who is ineligible under this Constitution to be elected
Governor shall be eligible to hold the office of Lieuten-
ant Governor (amended by Chapter 532, Acts of 1970, ratified
Nouv. 3, 1970; Chapter 543, Acts of 1976, ratified Now. 2, 1976).

SEC. 1B. Each candidate who shall seek a nomination
date for Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be listed
on the primary election ballot, or otherwise considered
for nomination jointly with each other. No candidate for
Governor may designate a candidate for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor to contest for the said offices jointdy with him with-
out the consent of the said candidate for Lieutenant Gov-
ernot, and no candidate for Lieutenant Governor may
designate a candidate for Governor, to contest jointly for
said offices with him without the consent of the said can-
didate for Governor, said consent to be in writing on a
form provided for such purpose and filed at the time the
said candidates shall file their certificates of candidacy, or
other documents by which they seek nomination. In any
election, including a primary election, candidates for Gov-
ernor and Lieutenant Governor shall be listed jointly on
the ballot, and 2 vote cast for the candidate for Governor
shall also be cast for Lieutenant Governor jointly listed
on the ballot with him, and the election of Governor, ot
the nomination of a candidate for Governor, also shall
constitute the election for the same term, or the nomina-
tion, of the Lieutenant Governor who was listed on the
ballot or was being considered jointly with him (added by
Chapter 532, Acts of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 2. An election for Govetnor and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, under this Constitution, shall be held on the Tuesday
next after the first Monday of November, in the year nine-
teen hundred and seventy-four, and on the same day and
month in every fourth year thereafter, at the places of vot-
ing for Delegates to the General Assembly; and every per-
son qualified to vote for Delegates, shall be qualified and
entitled to vote for Governor and LieutJant Governor, or
both, by the General Assembly shall be determined by a
joint majority of the Senate and House of Delegates; and
the vote shall be taken viva voce. Butif two or more sets of
persons shall have the highest and an equal number of votes,
then, a second vote shall be taken, which shall be confined
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to the sets of persons having an equal number; and if the
vote should again be equal, then the election of Governor
and Lieutenant Governor shall be determined by lot be-
tween those sets, who shall have the highest and an equal
number on the first vote (amended by Chapter 532, Acts of
1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 5. A person to be eligible for the office of Gov-
ernot or Lieutenant Governor must have attained the
age of thirty years, and must have been a resident and
registered voter of the State for five years next immedi-
ately preceding his election (amended by Chapter 532, Acts
of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 6. (a) If the Governot-elect is disqualified, re-
signs, o dies, the Lieutenant Governor-elect shall become
Governor for the full term. If the Governor-elect fails to
assume office for any other reason, the newly elected Lieu-
tenant Governor shall become Lieutenant Governor and
shall serve as.acting Governor until the Governor-elect
assumes office or until the office becomes vacant.

{b) The Lieutenant Governor shall serve as acting Gov-
ernot when notified in writing by the Governor that the
Governot will be temporarily unable to perform the du-
ties of his office. The Lieutenant Governor also shall
serve as acting Governot when the Governor is disabled
but is unable to communicate to the Lieutenant Gover-
nor the fact of his inability to perform the duties of his
office. In either event the Lieutenant Governor shall serve
as acting Governor untl notified in writing by the Gov-
ernor that he is able to resume the duties of his office or
until the office becomes vacant.

(c) The General Assembly, by the affirmative vote of
three-fifths of all its members in joint session, may adopt
a resolution declaring that the Governor or Lieutenant
Governor is unable by reason of physical or mental dis-
ability to petform the duties of his office. When action is
undertaken pursuant to this subsection of the Constitu-
tion, the officer who concludes that the other officer is
unable, by reason of disability to perform the duties of
his office shall have the power to call the General Assem-
bly into Joint Session. The resolution, if adopted, shall be
delivered to the Court of Appeals, which then shall have
exclusive jurisdiction to determine whether that officer is
unable by teason of the disability to perform the duties
of his office. If the Court of Appeals determines that
such officer is unable to discharge the duties of his office
by teason of a permanent disability, the office shall be
vacant. If the Court of Appeals determines that such of-
ficer is unable to discharge the duties of his office by
reason of a temporary disability, it shall declare the office
to be vacant during the time of the disability and the Court
shall have continuing jurisdiction to determine when the
disability has terminated. If the General Assembly and
the Court of Appeals, acting in the same manner as de-
scribed above, determine that the Governor-elect or Lieu-
tenant Governor-elect is unable by reason of physical or
mental disability to perform the duties of the office to
which he has been elected, he shall be disqualified to as-
sume office.

(d) When a vacancy occurs in the office of Governor,
the Lieutenant Governor shall succeed to that office for
the remainder of the term. When a vacancy occurs in



