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CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND

ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION

Which Assembled at the City of Annapolis on the Eighth Day of May, Eighteen Hundred and Sixty-seven, and
Adjourned on the Seventeenth Day of August, Eighteen Hundred and Sixty-seven, and was Ratified by the People on
the Fighteenth Day of September, Eighteen Hundred and Sixty-seven, with Amendments through Two Thousand
(including amendments proposed by the General Assembly and ratified by the voters through November 7, 2000).

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

' We, the Pegple of the State of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for onr civil and religions liberty, and taking into onr serions
consideration the best means of establishing a good Constitution in this State for the sure foundation and more permanent security theregf,

declare:

Article 1. That all Government of right otiginates from
the People, is founded in compact only, and instituted
solely for the good of the whole; and they have, at all
times, the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish
their Form of Government in such manner as they may
deem expedient.

Art. 2. The Constitution of the United States, and the
Laws made, or which shall be made, in pursuance thereof,
and all Treaties made, ot which shall be made, under the
authority of the United States, are, and shall be the Su-
preme Law of the State; and the Judges of this State,
and all the People of this State, are, and shall be bound
thereby; anything in the Constitution or Law of this State
to the contrary notwithstanding,

Art. 3. The powers not delegated to the United States by
the Constitution thereof, nor prohibited by it to the States,
are reserved to the States tespectively, or to the people thereof.

Art. 4. That the People of this State have the sole and -

exclusive right of tegulating the internal government and
police thereof, as a free, sovereign and independent State.

Art. 5. (a) That the Inhabitants of Maryland are en-
titled to the Common Law of England, and the trial by
Jury, according to the course of that Law, and to the
benefit of such of the English statutes as existed on the
Fourth day of July, seventeen hundred and seventy-six;
and which, by experience, have been found applicable to
their local and othet circumstances, and have been intto-
duced, used and practiced by the Courts of Law or Eq-
uity; and also of all Acts of Assembly in force on the
first day of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven; ex-
cept such as may have since expired, or may be inconsis-
tent with the provisions of this Constitution; subject,
nevertheless, to the revision convened, ot held at any
other place but from evident necessity.

Art. 12. That for redress of grievances, and for amend-
ing, strengthening and preserving the Laws, the Legisla-
ture ought to be frequently convened.

Art, 13. That every man hath a right to petition the
Legislature for the redress of grievances in a peaceable
and ordetly manner.

Art. 14. That no aid, charge, tax, burthen or fees ought
to be rated or levied, under any pretense, without the
consent of the Legislature.

Art. 15. That the levying of taxes by the poll is grievous
and opptessive, and ought to be prohibited; that paupers
ought not to be assessed for the support of the govern-
ment; that the General Assembly shall, by uniform rules,
provide for the separate assessment, classification and sub-
classification of land, improvements on land and personal
property, as it may deem proper; and all taxes thereafter
provided to be levied by the State for the support of the
general State Government, and by the Counties and by
the City of Baltimore for their respective purposes, shall
be uniform within each class or sub-class of land, im-
provements on land and personal property which the re-
spective taxing powers may have directed to be subjected
to the tax levy; yet fines, dudes or taxes may properly and
justly be imposed, or laid with a political view for the good
government and benefit of the community (amended by
Chapter 390, Acts of 1914, ratified Nov. 2, 1915; Chapter 64,
Acts of 1960, ratified Nov. 8, 1960).

Art. 16. That sanguinary Laws ought to be avoided as
far as it is consistent with the safety of the State; and no
Law to inflict cruel and unusual pains and penalties ought
to be made in any case, or at any time, hereafter.

Art. 17. That retrospective Laws, punishing acts com-
mitted before the existence of such Laws, and by them
only declated criminal are oppressive, unjust and incom-
patible with liberty; whetefore, no ex post facto Law ought
to be made; nor any retrospective oath or restriction be
imposed, ot required.

Art. 18. That no Law to attaint particular persons of
treason or felony, ought to be made in any case, or at any
time, hereafter.

Art. 19. That every man, for any injury done to him in

_his person or property, ought to have remedy by the

course of the Law of the Land, and ought to have jus-
tice and right, freely without sale, fully without any de-
nial, and speedily without delay, according to the Law of
the Land.

Art. 20. That the trial of facts, where they arise, is one
of the greatest securities of the lives, liberties and estate
of the People.

Art. 21. That in all criminal prosecutions, every man
hath a right to be informed of the accusation against
him; to have a copy of the Indictment, or charge, in due



