(

enactments of the Legislature military protection may be no
longer necessary. I deem it expedient to appeal to you on
a distressing and similar case in our own family, which is not

resides, had the care of the church there until the commence-
ment of the war and it was destroyed. Although born and
nursed in the lap of slavery and owning slaves all my life,
yet 1 have always been opposed to it. In procuring hands for
the farm and to save a girl of fourteen from being sold South
we purchased her, who nothwithstanding all religious instruc-
tions could not overcome the associations of ear] y parental ex-
ample and became so dissolute and profligate as to have three
illigitimate children, two daughters of white fathers (both
married men) and a boy, the son of a black man, also mar-
ried. Being opposed to selling servants and by the laws of
Maryland, unable to liberate her, we had to retain her in our
own family. After the birth of her last, a little girl of three

with a free yellow man, the fruit of which was a little girl
that fortunately for herself died. Mr. Adams abhoring her
dreadful course notified her husband that he should either re-
side with us or take his family with him: he preferring the
latter we sent them last spring to him at Hagerstown, where
he is now residing, we retaining the illegitimate children, to
whom, Anna Harris the mother, was often unkind and cruel.

lived 24 hours. We had great trouble and expense with her
and when restored to health we reminded her that she had
better return home. At this her countenance fell and ven-
geance was written on her brow. A fter making preparations

for her departure and knowing her propensity, without her
knowledge we had her trunk examined and as we expected




