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(a) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(1) <“Eligible organization” means an institution, including a licensed
hospital, nursing home, adult day care center, public health agency, home health
agency, or other organization authorized by the Secretary of Health and Mental

Hygiene.

(2) “Eligible institution” means an institution of postsecondary

education:

(i) 1. Approved to operate by the Maryland Higher Education
Commission; snd OR

2. RECOGNIZED BY THE COMMISSION AS A REGIONALLY
ACCREDITED INSTITUTION OFFERING AN EQUIVALENT AND NATIONALLY
ACCREDITED OUT-OF-STATE NURSING PROGRAM; AND

(i1) That awards nursing degrees or diplomas.

(3) “Nursing shortage area” means a recognized area of nursing service
or specialization determined by the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to be an
area where there exists a shortage of qualified nurses in eligible organizations.

(4) “Nursing student” means a student enrolled in a postsecondary
nursing education degree or diploma program at an eligible institution.

(5) “Service obligation” means employment as:

(I) [al A nurse in a nursing shortage area in_an eligible
organization; OR

(ID AFACULTY MEMBER IN A NURSING PROGRAM AT AN ELIGIBLE

INSTITUTION.
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