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include certain mental health programs; requiring the Youth Suicide Prevention
School Program to develop and implement certain mental health programs;
authorizing the State Department of Education to assist in implementing
certain programs; requiring the State Department of Education to seek certain
federal funds for Youth Suicide Prevention School Programs; and generally
relating to the Youth Suicide Prevention School Program and mental health
programs.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Education
Section 7-504 and 7-505
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2004 Replacement Volume and 2004 Supplement)

Preamble

WHEREAS, More children and young adults die from suicide each year than
from cancer, heart disease, AIDS, birth defects, strocke, and chronic lung disease
combined; and

WHEREAS, More people die from suicide than murder and more than 4,000
young people take their lives each year, making suicide the third leading cause of
death among individuals between the ages of 10 and 24 years; and

WHEREAS, More than 800,000 teens in the United States suffer from
depression each year and more than 500,000 make a suicide attempt requiring
medical attention; and
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