ROBERT L. EHRLICH, JR., Governor . S.B. 684
. Article - Family Law

1-202.

(A) In an action in which custody, visitation rights, or the amount of support of
a minor child is contested, OR#H—E—GQUR?—HAS—R—EASON—'PO—BE—GONGERNE-B—A:BQULF
THE-WELFARE-OF-A-MBIOR-GHIED; the court may:

(1) (O appoint A LAWYER WHO SHALL SERVE AS A CHILD ADVOCATE

ATTORNEY to represent the minor child [counsel] AND who may not represent any
party to the action; end OR

GGUM#QMED—LMRS—EEP-R—ESENIHNG—GH}LDREN APPOINT A LAWY'ER WHO
SHALL SERVE AS A GUARDIAN-AD-LITEM-—ALSO-KNOWN-AS A BEST INTEREST
ATTORNEY; TO REPRESENT THE MINOR CHILD AND WHO MAY NOT REPRESENT ANY
PARTY TO THE ACTION; AND

A p p A LAWYER
APPOINTED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL EXERCISE ORDINARY CARE AND
DILIGENCE IN THE REPRESENTATION OF A MINOR CHILD.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act ts—a-n—emergeﬁey

%he—d&‘-:e—i%—lﬂ-eﬂ&eted shall take eﬁ‘ect June 1, 2006

May 26, 2006

The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr
President of the Senate

State House ’

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Mr. President:




