Ch. 442 2006 LAWS OF MARYLAND

requmng, to the extent practlcable that the appomtments to the Commlssmn
ensure geographic diversity; requiring the appointments to the Commission to
be made without regard to race, color, disability, gender, religion, age, or

national origin; providing for the termination of this Act; and generally relating
to the Maryland Commission for Men M____ﬁﬂ_dh

BY adding to
New-Astiele43E—Mearyland-Commissionfor-Men Article — Health — General

Section i-threugh-8 mew
' ubtitle “Subtitle 23. Marvland Commissi en’s th’

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2003 2005 Replacement Volume and 2005 Supplement)

Preamble

WHEREAS, There is a silent health crisis affecting the health and well-being of
Maryland men; and

WHEREAS, This health crisis is of particular concern to men, but is also a
. concern for women, as the crisis affects fathers, husbands, sons, and brothers; and

WHEREAS, Men’s health is likewise a concern for employers, who lose
productive employees as well as pay the costs of medical care, and for State
government and society, which absorb the enormous costs of premature death and
disability, including the costs of caring for dependents 1eft without income; and

WHEREAS, The life expectancy for a child born in Maryland in 2001 was 73.9
years for males versus 79.1 years for females; and

WHEREAS, The 2001 Maryland death rate of 819.9. per 100,000 population for
men exceeded the death rate of 802.4 per 100,000 population for women; and

WHEREAS, In Maryland, only 22% of the deaths to women in 2001 oecurred
before age 65, men younger than 65 accounted for 36% of all deaths to men in that
year; and

WHEREAS, Men comprised 60% of new HIV cases in 2001 in Maryland and 67%
of new AIDS cases in the same year; and

WHEREAS, Men are reported to be 25% less likely than women to visit a doctor; .
and '

WHEREAS, Employment-based health insurance, which has traditionally
financed much of the health care received by men, is on the decline, and recent
Medicaid and other publicly—financed health care expansions have focused primarily
on children and women; and '

WHEREAS, Educating men, their families, and health care providers about the
importance of early detection of men’s health problems can result in reducing rates of
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